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Introduction to the Grants Office Current Grant Awards by agency

For FY20, the Grants Office won eighteen grants, totaling 
$18,271,012, on behalf of the College. The Office also manages 
22 projects supported by $6,905,262 in grant funds.
Bergen County Workforce Development Board
-Workforce Learning Link ($103,000)-Director: Linda Emr
American Cancer Society
-Tobacco-Free Campus ($12,000)-Director: Ian Wolf
New Jersey Prevention Network
-Tobacco-Free Generation ($7,000)-Director: Ian Wolf
New Jersey Office of the Secretary of Education and New 
Jersey Council on County Colleges
-College Readiness Now ($79,706)-Director: Damyen Davis
Bergen County Department of Parks
-Musical Explorers Series ($1,800)-Directors: Andy Krikun, 
Linda Emr
New Jersey City University
-Robert Noyce Scholarships ($16,830)-Director: PJ Ricatto
State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
-It Pays to Plug-In: NJ’s Electric Vehicle Workplace Charging 
($48,000)-Director: William Corcoran
US Department of Labor
-Scaling Apprenticeships through Sector Based Strategies 
($12 million)-Director: Christine Gillespie
New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
-Scaling Apprenticeships through Sector Based Strategies 
($1.68 million)-Director: Christine Gillespie
New Jersey Department of Education
-Consolidated ABE and Integrated Civic Education 
($414,000)-Director: Elizabeth DeFeo
-Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education ($674,400)-
Director: Laura Frazer
National Endowment for Humanities
-Campus Connections ($35,000)-Directors: Eileen Fitzgerald, 
Richard Kruiters
-Dialogues on the Experience of War ($100,000)-Directors: 
Thomas LaPointe, John Giaimo
US Department of Education
-Childcare Access Means Parents in School ($205,750)-
Director: Sally Dionisio
-Hispanic-Serving Institutions Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics ($5.3 million) -Directors: PJ 
Ricatto, Luis DeAbreu
-Title V Developing Hispanic-Serving Institutions ($2.5 
million)-Director: Amy Baldassare
-Transition Program for Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities 2 ($2.4 million)-Director: Tracy Rand
-First in the World ($2.6 million)-Director: Robert Fusco

The Office of Grants Administration pursues excellence in 
facilitating the development, acquisition, and 
implementation of high-quality grant-funded projects 
that further the mission, goals, objectives, and strategic 
plan of Bergen Community College. Grant opportunities 
are an exciting way for faculty and staff to build 
leadership skills and explore their professional interests 
and passions while enriching the lives of students at BCC.
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ACUE Grant to Support Effective 
Teaching

This past January, under the leadership of the Center for 
Innovation in Teaching and Learning (CITL), Bergen’s first 
cohort of  faculty began their Association of College and 
University Educators (ACUE) course in Effective Teaching 
Practice. This innovative online course focuses on providing 
faculty with evidence-based teaching techniques and strategies 
to improve student learning. Twenty five modules focus on 
various aspects of teaching including how to design an effective 
course and how to create a productive learning environment. 
This project is supported in part from the Title V Pathway 
Scholars Grant (Award #P031S160134). 
 
Faculty response to this opportunity has been enthusiastic. 
Here's what they had to say:
 
“Taking part in this course has transformed my teaching. My students 
are full of commendation for my delivery of lessons and the upgrade in 
my syllabus and rubrics. I will be forever grateful for the privilege of 
taking part in this course and the skills I have acquired. Now I am a 
much better and even happier teacher.” Olugbenga Ige, Physical 
Science
 
"I love the ACUE program! I have found it to be an incredible resource 
full of resources and innovative teaching methods. I will be done with 
the program this November and really hope more faculty will take 
advantage of this incredible opportunity! I have used the techniques that 
I have learned in ACUE in both my studio as well as my lecture classes. I 
found the classroom management techniques for working with large 
classes particularly effective.” Mary Bays, Fashion Apparel Design
 
“It’s the best opportunity for effective teaching practices.  Not only is the 
ACUE program organized and developed by notable educators across 
the country, but also it provides a venue for colleagues to engage in 
discussions of evidence-based research, best practices, course design and 
self-reflection. ACUE emphasizes student-directed moves and 
techniques for dynamic lectures, class discussions and assignments 
aligned with outcomes. It provides a wealth of useful information to 
improve my craft.” Iris Bucchino, Student Success Course Coordinator 
 
Faculty interested in learning more about ACUE should contact 
Dr. Amarjit Kaur at akaur@bergen.edu. Information about the 
fourth cohort will be shared shortly.
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Each semester, the Grants Office will highlight one of our Grant Project Directors by sharing 
insight from their Q&A session.
 
The TPSID (Transition Program for Students with Intellectual  Disabilities) grant 
was awarded in October 2015. It is a $2.4 million grant in collaboration with The 
College of New Jersey. In a recent interview with Tracy Rand, the TPSID Project 
Director, she expands upon the value of the TPSID grant and the benefits of 
participating in a grant project.
 
Q: What are the objectives of TPSID and how did you become involved?
A: The TPSID grant is a model comprehensive transition and postsecondary 
education program that helps students with intellectual disabilities maximize 
potential to achieve personal and financial independence by integrating academic 
and social skills with vocational training options leading to gainful employment.
 As the Managing Director of the Office of Specialized Services, I bring expertise in the field.
 
Q: What have been some key successes of your program so far?
A: The intrusive mentoring model has trained mentors on how to coach students in the program on an ongoing individual and 
group basis and helped students to identify their personal, academic and career goals. In year two of the grant, students take 
courses through the College’s Continuing Education program that will lead them to be credentialed in high growth industry 
sectors. As part of the grant, delivery of the curriculum (not content) was modified to include smaller content modules, 
differentiated learning and role playing, which led to an 84% success rate. Additionally, a change in family perception of what 
their children/siblings can accomplish occurred.
 
Q: What have you learned from being involved in a grant-funded project?
A: It takes a village, not just one person to make a change. Being involved in a grant changes one’s perspective of his/her role in the 
College. It makes one see how all units and programs are connected and that we cannot operate in silos.
 
Q: What suggestions or advice do you have for faculty and staff who want to get involved in grants?
A: It is important to talk to the Grants Office. Share your area of expertise with them and ask questions to learn about other areas 
of the College. When you are developing a grant and are sitting with colleagues from around the College, you become part of a 
team that wants to innovate so that all students benefit. It is a great feeling when you are awarded the grant!
 
Q: Based on your experiences, what target areas and future grant opportunities do you think would be most helpful to students? 
A: Bergen has a good reputation for providing student services with intentionality. A TRIO grant will help connect student 
support areas.

Grants Office Staff
 

Dr. William J. Yakowicz - Director - 201-612-5253 - wyakowicz@bergen.edu
 

Laura Frazer - Senior Manager/Compliance Officer - 201-879-1266 - lfrazer@bergen.edu
 

Mark Molisani - Grant Writer - 201-879-3504 - mmolisani@bergen.edu
 

Monica Rodriguez - Grant Writer - 201-447-7209 - mrodriguez3@bergen.edu
 

Jennifer Comppen - Grants Assistant - 201-879-1124 - jcomppen@bergen.edu
 

Dr. Gail Fernandez - Grants Fellow - 201-493-7525 - gfernandez@bergen.edu

Project Director's Corner 

Getting Started on A Grant Proposal: Tip #1
As a faculty or staff member, it's easier than you think to initiate a grant. Identify an 

area of interest, or a project, that you believe will benefit BCC students and/or 
colleagues.  Contact a Grants Office staff member to help  you find a possible funding 
source, and to get the guidance and assistance you will need to start on your proposal.


