
















































It	is	with	great	pleasure	that	I	provide	this	review	of	the	College/High	School	Partnerships	
program	at	Bergen	Community	College.	
	
As	a	whole,	Bergen	Community	College	is	progressing	nicely	with	the	dual	enrollment	
program,	showing	significant	growth	in	students	and	schools	over	the	past	five	years,	and	
appears	to	be	on	par	with	common	practices	across	New	Jersey.	 In	particular,	by	offering	
courses	at	the	high	school	location	taught	by	high	school	teachers,	Bergen	Community	College	
is	engaging	in	the	predominant	model	in	New	Jersey.	 Bergen	Community	College	is	vetting	
high	school	teachers	to	ensure	their	credentials	appropriately	meet	the	requirements	of	the	
college	and	do	not	require	a	master's	degree	in	the	subject	matter	like	most	other	colleges	in	
New	Jersey.		Approved	high	school	teachers	appear	to	be	required	to	adopt	the	college's	
curriculum	standards	and	for	consistency,	must	teach	the	course	exactly	as	it	is	administered	
at	the	Bergen	Community	College	campus.	
	
Similar	to	other	colleges	in	New	Jersey,	Bergen	Community	College	offers	discounted	rates	for	
students	to	encourage	participation.	 However,	a	noteworthy	area	of	Bergen	Community	
College's	dual	enrollment	program	is	the	cost	saving	measures	in	place	for	students	who	
qualify	for	free	and	reduced	lunch.	Offering	courses	to	qualifying	students	at	no	cost	is	a	
significant	benefit	to	highlight.	 It	appears	there	is	a	strong	collaboration	with	the	high	
schools	and	a	successfully	utilized	advisory	board	consisting	of	numerous	community	
members	is	in	place	to	drive	effective	decisions	that	impact	student	success.	This	is	an	area	
worth	showcasing	as	the	ties	between	the	college	and	community	seem	to	be	steering	the	
way	for	such	programs.	
	
Bergen	Community	 College	 has	 invested	a	tremendous	amount	 of	effort	 in	providing	high	
school	 students	 high	quality	 opportunities	 to	earn	 college	 credits	while	 still	 in	high	school,	
and	those	efforts	are	commendable.		 	
	
To	help	Bergen	Community	 College	advance	 its	goals	for	such	programs,	 I	would	 like	to	make	
the	 following	 suggestions:	
	

• When	engaging	students	in	the	process	of	selecting	dual	enrollment	courses,	emphasis	
should	be	on	courses	that	align	with	the	student's	academic	and	career	pathway.	 This	
will	allow	for	greater	assurance	that	the	course(s)	will	transfer	into	the	students	
intended	area	of	study.	 Doing	this	may	mean	incorporating	academic	and	career	
advisement,	and	also	revisiting	the	courses	that	are	offered	to	ensure	maximum	
benefit	for	the	students.	

• Data	on	success	rates	of	students	from	low	socio-economic	situations	earning	college	
credit	may	enforce	the	goal	of	providing	this	service	to	the	high	school	population.	

• Market	how	free	tuition	is	covered	for	students	who	qualify	for	free	and	reduced	
lunch,	and	how	these	students	are	performing.	 It	might	be	worth	assessing	these	
students'	performance	and	provide	that	information	to	the	funding	sources	so	they	
understand	this	is	a	great	investment	to	continue,	or	this	may	be	helpful	for	seeking	
new	funding.		In	addition,	how	are	textbooks	and	other	resources	utilized	and	paid	
for?	

• There	is	mention	of	student	satisfaction	in	the	programs,	however	it	is	unclear	what	
tool	is	used	to	gather	this	information.	 It	may	be	useful	to	standardize	an	assessment	
process	to	allow	for	greater	in-depth	analysis	of	both	satisfaction	and	success.	



• High	school	teachers	appear	to	be	credentialed	based	on	coursework	and	experience,	
however	 it	is	unclear	if	they	are	trained	on	implementing	the	curriculum	they	are	
expected	to	teach.		It	may	be	worth	considering	a	professional	development	option	to	
ensure	greater	success	of	meeting	the	course	learning	outcomes.	

• The	use	of	marketing	brochures	for	the	programs	is	wonderful,	and	I	would	like	to	
suggest	that	consideration	be	made	to	include	detailed	information	on	the	college	
website,	which	could	include	success	data	and	student	stories.	

	
I	am	truly	grateful	for	the	opportunity	to	conduct	this	program	review	and	wish	you	great	
success.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
	

	
	
Donna	M.	Rogalski	Assistant	Director	
NJ	Council	of	County	Colleges	Center	for	Student	Success	
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