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Basic Information about Course and Instructor 
 

 
 

Course Description 
 

 
 

 

 



Student Learning Objectives: 
 
As a result of meeting the requirements in this course, students will be able to: 
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2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
5. 
 

 6. 
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Examine the structure of the health care organization with emphasis on the 
radiation therapist scope of practice and code of ethics for clinical application. 
Explain the dynamics of communicating with the cancer patient and family, including 
end of life issues and patient emotional response. 
Assess the physical condition of the patient before, during and after treatment 
delivery. 
Define the principles of health safety. 
Describe the proper care of patients with tubes. 
Explain proper use of the principles of patient safety and transfer. 
Compare and contrast the use of common medications used in the care of the 
cancer patient, including indication, administration, side effects and adverse 
reactions. 
Define medical emergencies, give examples and describe emergency response procedures. 
Explain the Bill of Rights for Patients and provide patient education appropriate for 
patient needs. 
Assess the nutritional status of the cancer patient to provide nutritional education 
or intervention. 
Explain patient care in brachytherapy procedures, including principles of 
radiation protection. 
Discuss alternative and complementary treatments for cancer. 
Identify theories and principles that guide ethical decision making for practice 
situations. 
Define practice situations that carry high potential for dilemmas that require ethical 
scrutiny including cultural and ethnic diversity. 
Differentiate between provider and patient 
relationships. 
Discuss confidentiality and standards of disclosure. 
Explain age related ethical issues. 
Discuss sources of law, causes of action and litigation processes related to the 
professional practice of radiation therapy. 
Analyze the inter-relatedness of standards of care and ethical standards to 
negligence, competence, safety issues, risk management and documentation and 
maintenance of clinical practice records. 

 

 
 

 



 
 
Means of Assessment: 

 

Course Content: 
 

 
Course Website: 

 

 
 
 

Course Texts and/or Other Study Materials: 
 

All textbooks are available through the Bergen Community College Bookstore. 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Course Requirements and Learning Assessment: 
 

 
 
 

Grading Policy: 
 

The grading policy and course grade appeal policy of the program are stated in the 
Radiation Therapy Student Handbook.  The program grading policy utilizes the standards of 
the American Registry of Radiologic Technologist national registry exam. 

Letter Grade Numerical Range Conversion 
A 92% to 100% Excellent 

 

B+ 89% to 91.9% Very Good 
B 83% to 88.9% Good 
C+ 80% to 82.9% Marginal / Acceptable 
C 77% to 79.9% Poor / Failing 
I Incomplete  

E Unofficial withdrawal  

W Official Withdrawal  

D / F Does not apply to RTT 
courses 

 

 

 



77% is minimal passing cut-off score. 
There is no extra credit opportunities in this course. 

 
 

Attendance Policy: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Other College, Divisional, and/or Departmental Policy Statements 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Student and Faculty Support Services:  
 
Bergen Community College is committed to ensuring the full participation of all 
students in its programs. If you have a documented disability (or think you may 
have a disability) and, as a result, need a reasonable accommodation to 
participate in this class, complete course requirements, or benefit from the 
College’s programs or services, contact the Office of Special Services (OSS) as 
soon as possible at 201-612-5270 or www.bergen.edu/oss. To receive any 
academic accommodation, you must be appropriately registered with OSS. The 
OSS works with students confidentially and does not disclose any disability- 
related information without their permission. The OSS serves as a clearinghouse 
on disability issues and works in partnership with faculty and all other student 
service offices. 
 
Student Support Services 
Bergen Community College provides exemplary support to its students and offers 
a broad variety of opportunities and services. A comprehensive array of student 
support services including advising, tutoring, academic coaching, and more are 
available online at https://bergen.edu/currentstudents/. 
 

 
 
Sidney Silverman Library Online Resources: 
 
Guides BY SUBJECT - LibGuides at Bergen Community College 
General Search and Databases: Library | Bergen Community College 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://bergen.edu/currentstudents/


 
 
Course Outline and Calendar 

 

Note to Students: The following Course Outline and Calendar is tentative and subject to 
change, depending upon the progress of the class. 

Topic Presentation/Activities/Assignments Readings 
  W&L Chapter(s) 

1 Cancer: An Overview 1 

2 Medical Terminology  

3 Communication/Karnofsky 10 

4 Tubes/ Vitals / Transfers Pg. 162-163 

 Mid - Term Review  

 Mid-Term Exam  

5 Radiation Side Effects Pg. 69 - 78 

6 Radiation Therapy Tech.  and Chemotherapy Pg. 10-14 

7 Ethics and Legal Consideration 2 

8 Health and Safety 9 

 

9 Medications and Administrations 11 

10 Hematopoietic and Lymphoid 
System 

11 

11 Insurance and Billing  

12 RadOnc Emergencies  

 Final Review  

 Final Exam  
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