Learning Communities at Bergen Community College

Initial Community Proposal: Spring 2018 Implementation
This proposal must be submitted by October 16, 2017 to Eileen Fitzgerald (efitzgerald@bergen.edu; A-333), Maria Kasparova (mkasparova@bergen.edu; A-333), or Mi Na Ahn ( mahn@bergen.edu; A-307). 

Community Name:        Psychology of Human Communication 
Instructor 1: Dr. Kathleen Williams 
Course 1: Speech Communication Honors COM 100 027H
Instructor 2: 
Dr. Laura Ochoa
Course 2: General Psychology Honors PSY 101 027H
Campus:    Paramus 



Have the above faculty consulted with their program Chairs and Deans? 

Yes __X____  
Have the faculty members attended a Learning Communities workshop?

Yes ___X___  
Rationale.  Briefly explain how your separate courses will be integrated into a Learning Community. Please include the topic, concept, problem, issue and/or skill that you will explore in the context of the linked courses.  Feel free to indicate any integrative assignments, activities, and/or readings that you plan to utilize.
The disciplines of Psychology and Communication have much overlap. Psychology is the study of both mind and behavior. Communication is the study of observing or assessing behavior. The theme of the course will be to examine anxiety—more specifically anxiety as it relates to public speaking and social situations and interviewing. Another theme to be addressed will be how verbal and nonverbal behaviors can best be expressed in effective communication. 
Objectives and Outcomes. What common SLO(s) will your community address? What student outcomes will you pursue?
Students will recognize the connections between the disciplines of Psychology and Communication and will in turn, recognize the connection between constructs such as self-awareness and scripts and their application in human behavior.  More specifically, they will learn to understand and manage anxiety more effectively. 
Resources and Student Support Services.  How will your community integrate student support services and academic support services?  What other resources might you desire (smart classrooms, other technology, field trips, speakers, etc.)?
We have requested that our classes be held in W323, to utilize the open space to foster insightful class discussion and activities. Additionally, there are computers in that room to aid in research and the smart room capabilities will assist students in making presentations.  We also plan to have guest speakers visit and present on various topics. We will use the traditional textbooks for our respective courses and supplement with additional resources that students in both courses will be asked to read.  
Co-Curricular & Civic Engagement.  How will your community foster connections with the college and civic communities?
We would like to see how Personal Counseling might get involved since the focus of our learning community is the understanding and management of anxiety in public speaking and various social situations. 
Learning Communities at Bergen Community College

All Learning Communities at Bergen Community College strive to provide an intentionally integrated learning experience for our students and faculty.  Faculty collaborate to engage students in cross-curricular exploration of a common theme and common SLOs while supporting students in developing the critical thinking, communication, and interpersonal skills vital to their academic and professional success.
Hallmarks:

· Two or three linked classes

· Common cohort in all classes

· College & Community connections

· Academic, Technological, and Plant Resources

· At least three Integrated Experiences: Assignment, Project, and/or Trip
· At least one co-graded assignment

· At least one community-specific SLO 

· Five meetings during a 15-week semester

· Administration of a student survey and/or other evaluation
· Integrated Academic Support Services

Process:

· Attend an Informational Meeting
· Complete a proposal form and submit to your dean and chair for approval
· Submit approved proposal to the LC coordinators to start the scheduling process
· Design & Implement your community

· Access ongoing support and professional development
· Revitalize your teaching and scholarship!
