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Dear Members of Our Bergen Community,

The president of a college has the responsibility of serving as an 
author of the next chapters in a decades-long anthology. Each 
edition builds on the last, while advancing the story by breaking 
new ground, creating new threads and writing new episodes. 

While acknowledging the many chapters in our 50-plus year 
tradition of excellence, 2022-2023 stands out as a deluxe edition 
where we turned the page on planning for the years ahead. 

By way of example, we have spent the last few years 
spearheading new efforts related to inclusivity and 
belongingness. We launched PACDEI, the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. In 2023-2024, we 
take the next step in that important work by operationalizing 
the College’s first DEI action plan.  

We have also taken bold steps to solidify our approach to 
participatory and shared governance by expanding 
communication through town halls and importantly, the All 
College Forum. The All College Forum will enter its next phase 
as a body not only driven by engagement, but one with 
meaningful structure.  

Perhaps no two items exemplify the new chapters we have 
written than the transformation of Bergen Community College 
at the Meadowlands into an Innovation Center and the launch 
of the Center for Online Learning. The Meadowlands has 
undergone a visionary and physical transformation that features 
signature academic programs in areas such as cybersecurity, 
business, and information technology. The Center for Online 
Learning now represents the model for virtual education not 
only through its five fully remote programs, but also for our 
entire online learning portfolio. 

The 2022 comprehensive review of our mission, vision and 
values has resulted in the creation of an ethos that we now live 
every day. This work remains critical to our effort related to the 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education Self-Study 
review process that is underway. 

I am grateful to the students, faculty, staff and community 
partners who are helping us to forge these new pieces of the 
Bergen legacy. Thank you for your support. I look forward to 
continuing our shared story together. 

Sincerely, 

Eric M. Friedman, Ph.D.
President, Bergen Community College
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1) Culinary Arts addition rendering; 2) Meadowlands Gaming Lab; 3) Entrepreneur Vladimir Quito 
at the LatinxCEO launch; 4) Fit and finish enhancements at the Meadowlands.
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First Editions 
We will remember 2022-2023 as a time when Bergen renewed its focus, 
launched new programs, defined new strategic priorities and brought 
new energy to its campus environment.

L ed by the Board of Trustees and 
President Eric M. Friedman’s 
progressive vision for the future, 

the College refreshed its overall 
operational strategy by launching 
numerous umbrella efforts to reposition 
Bergen for short- and long-term success. 

Among these efforts, the College crafted 
new mission, vision, values and goals 
through a collaborative process where 
stakeholders considered Bergen’s 
future. The revised statements 
encapsulate the College’s promise to the 
community while providing renewed 
focus for everyday operations. New 
initiatives such as the “Inflation-
Busters” tuition freeze, LatinxCEO 
student professional development 
program, and adoption of a DEI Action 
Plan emerged as key tactics that 
operationalized the strategy statements.  

Establishing new mission, vision, values 
and goals also served as an important 
step in launching preparations for the 
College’s 2024 Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education 
accreditation reaffirmation. As part of 
this work, Dr. Friedman formed the 
institution’s Self-Study team of trustees, 
faculty, staff and students to lead the 
comprehensive, collegewide effort that 
assesses the College’s institutional 
effectiveness. In earnest, individual 
working groups began compiling the 
necessary documents and evidence that 
will ultimately become the Self-Study 

document - a narrative that will report 
on the College’s compliance with 
Middle States’ Standards for Accreditation 
and Requirements of Affiliation andserve 
as a celebration of how Bergen lives its 
mission. 

Students took advantage of new 
programs in areas such as cybersecurity, 
cannabis and Direct Support 
Professional, broadening the 
institution’s offerings in critical 
workforce development fields. 

Meanwhile, investing in infrastructure 
represented a major strategic focus as 
the College sought to offer distinctive 
resources, encourage belongingness and 
practice an “ethic of care.” 

Bergen Community College at the 
Meadowlands took centerstage in these 
efforts, as the location transformed into 
an “Innovation Center.” The facility 
now features signature academic 
programs in areas such as cybersecurity, 
Bloomberg business terminals that 
bring the “real world” of international 
markets right into the classroom, and 
futuristic gaming labs. 

Significantly, plans also took shape for a 
culinary arts building next to West Hall. 
Once completed, the facility will boast 
real-world learning environments that 
focus on preparing students to be 
innovators in the hospitality industry 
and culinary arts fields. 

Finally, Bergen took efforts to improve 
the “little things” that show the College 
cares, completely revamping its 
approach to comfort on campus. New 
furniture, lounges and “fit and finish” 
improvements throughout campus have 
helped to reinforce Bergen’s efforts to 
provide a welcoming, supportive and 
technology-enhanced college 
environment.
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1) President Joe Biden and alumna Kezia Rodriguez (’22); 2) Valedictorian Mana Mehdizadeh; 3) Han Duman; 4) Rene Bulnes; 5) Kaden Stevens.
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Student Stories 
Bergen students once again added volumes to their legacy of excellence, 
securing scholarships, national honors and even a speaking engagement 
at the White House!
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Nothing quite celebrates student 
success like commencement 2023, 
which once again served as the 

College’s capstone event for the 
graduating class. Valedictorian Mana 
Mehidzadeh led the class of more than 
2,000, while Megan Lee, Panasonic 
Corporation of North America 
Chairwoman and Chief Executive Officer, 
delivered the keynote address. Among the 
graduates of note:  
• Rene Bulnes received the $55,000 per 

year Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship - 
the most prestigious national honor for 
community college students; 

• Kaden Stevens earned his diploma after 
placing first in the triple jump at the 
National Junior College Athletic 
Association Division III men’s outdoor 
track and field championship; and 

• Yoav Aharon captured the $10,000 
Hites Transfer Scholarship through Phi 
Theta Kappa, an honor only 15 students 
nationwide received. 

The class also featured 67 students with 
4.0 GPAs, 139 graduating through high 
school dual enrollment programs, and  
16 members of the Turning Point 
program for adults with intellectual 
disabilities. 

Alumna Kezia Rodriguez (‘22), also made 
headlines in April when she served as an 
invited guest of the White House and 
President Joe Biden. Rodriguez had the 
honor of introducing the president during 
a Rose Garden executive order signing 
that offered new resources for children, 
seniors, people with disabilities and 
caregivers. Biden administration officials 
tapped Rodriguez for the speaking role 
after meeting her during the historic 
federal government visit to the College’s 
main campus in 2022. 

Meanwhile, and in what has become a 
yearly tradition, Bergen Phi Theta Kappa 
honor students also earned acclaim. 
Among them, Mateo Armas was elected 
to serve as the PTK North District 
president during the 2023-2024 academic 
year. He represents the first Bergen 
student to hold the position. 

Bergen students filled the sports page 
with honors too. Runner Anthony 
Bertollo earned the Robert Zifchak Male 
Scholar-Athlete award on the strength of 
his 4.0 GPA and numerous honors in 
athletic competition, and three-sport star 
Melody Peralta won the New Jersey 
Association for Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women “Woman of the Year” award.

Finally, students echoed the College’s call 
to live with an “ethic of care,” hosting 
donation drives, fundraisers and special 
events to support those in need. Turkish 
student Han Duman organized a relief 
effort that delivered $5,100 in funds and 
dozens of boxes of supplies for those 
affected by the Turkey-Syria earthquake.
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1) President Eric M. Friedman, Commissioner Germaine Ortiz, Commissioner Thomas Sullivan, 
Bergen County Executive Jim Tedesco, Commissioner Mary Amoroso and Bergen for Business 
Director Linda Caruso; 2) Students’ hydroponic garden; 3) “With Faith, Coming to Jones Road” 
performance honoring Faith Ringgold; 4) Awarded by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education magazine.
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Ties that Bind
Bound by strong threads throughout the nation, state and county, 
Bergen’s relationships resulted in new funding sources, recognition  
and collaborations in 2022-2023.

P erhaps no example demonstrates 
the strength of the College’s 
partnerships than its relationship 
with Bergen County government. 

Bergen County Executive James J. 
Tedesco III and the Board of 
Commissioners have fully endorsed 
President Friedman’s vision, backing the 
institution with numerous grants and 
special funding throughout last year.  

Seeing remote education as an important 
step in the evolution of higher education 
offerings available to local residents, 
county government officials awarded the 
College a $670,000 grant to assist in 
launching the Center for Online Learning  
(COL) and Bergen’s first five fully online 
degree programs. The seed money from 
the county allowed the College to power 
COL classes with the industry-leading 
Canvas learning management system. 

The County also reinvested in the student 
small business support specialist program 
with a $235,000 grant to ensure the 
initiative would continue assisting local 
entrepreneurs. To date, the students have 
worked with more than 1,000 small 
businesses, providing operational, 
promotional and technological support 
services. 

Joined by a $10,000 Challenge America 
grant from the National Endowment for 
the Arts and $7,000 from the Puffin 
Foundation, the Bergen County Division 
of Cultural and Historic Affairs awarded 
the College a $5,500 grant to produce a 

comprehensive art, performance and 
education series dedicated to artist Faith 
Ringgold. The Record profiled the effort in 
a front-page story on Super Bowl Sunday. 

Bergen also secured numerous grants from 
the federal government - including a $4.5
million award to contribute to the growth 
of future agriculture and sustainable food 
pathways professionals. The College will 
develop learning opportunities in 
agribusiness, while offering paid 
experiential learning opportunities. 

Outside partners also took the form of 
organizations recognizing the College’s 
efforts in community building. Honors 
the College earned last year include: 
• Commerce and Industry Association of 

New Jersey – Companies that Care 
Award; 

• Diverse: Issues in Higher Education – 
Most Promising Places to Work in 
Community Colleges Award; 

• Commerce and Industry Association of 
New Jersey – Stewardship Award; 

• INSIGHT Into Diversity – Inspiring 
Programs in STEM Award; and 

• National Council on Marketing and 
Public Relations Medallion Award. 

Additionally, the College’s community 
learning initiatives at the Philip Ciarco Jr. 
Learning Center reached new heights 
with 3,246 students enrolled in ESL, high 
school equivalency and Department of 
Labor grant programs at the Hackensack 
location.
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1) The Cabinet: Nat Saviet, Dr. Brock Fisher, Dr. Tonia McKoy,  
Dr. AJ Trump, Suzanne Wetzel, Dr. Eric Friedman, Meredith Gatzke, 
Wilton Thomas-Hooke, Cinzia D’Iorio, and Ron Spaide;  
2) Damon Englese; 3) Maria Spagnolo; 4) County leaders honored 
Wilton Thomas-Hooke, Dr. Jennifer Migliorino-Reyes, and  
Hugo Jimenez during Caribbean-American Heritage Month;  
5) Dr. Jennifer Migliorino-Reyes, Rachel Sloma and Dr. AJ Trump; 
 6) Dr. Anthony Yankowski; 7) Tracy Rand.
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Personnel File 
Let the record state that 2022-2023 marked a banner year for Bergen’s 
administration, faculty and staff, adding new talent, earning honors, and 
coming together in support of each other. 
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A t the top of the year’s personnel 
file, local educator Damon Englese 
and nonprofit leader Howard 

Haughton joined the Board of Trustees, 
with graduate Alicia Guidolin Hocman 
(‘22) serving a one year-term as alumni 
representative. Ana Marti will join the 
board in 2023, as will alumni trustee 
Marisa Person (‘23). Unfortunately, the 
board also lost a colleague this year when 
trustee Stephen F. Pellino, Esq. passed 
away in May. Pellino served on the 
College’s governing panel since 2019. 

Meanwhile, President Friedman realigned 
the executive leadership team, adding 
Dean of Research and Institutional 
Effectiveness Tonia McKoy, Ph.D., and 
Vice President of External Affairs 
Suzanne Wetzel to his leadership cabinet. 
McKoy joined the group with a record of 
success in numerous roles over the past 
21 years at the College, while Wetzel 
arrived from Monroe County Community 
College (Michigan) after 36 years there in 
positions including vice president of 
administration and treasurer. 

Faculty and staff also earned high marks 
for achievement last year. Among the 
honors: 

• The Commerce and Industry 
Association of New Jersey and 
COMMERCE magazine named Vice 
President of Human Resources and 
Organizational Development Meredith 
Gatzke as an “Enterprising Women in 
Commerce”; 

• Professors Mariella Spagnolo and 
Anthony Yankowski, Psy.D., earned the 
institution’s 2022-2023 National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational 
Development (NISOD) Excellence 
Award; 

• Vice President of Academic Affairs 
Brock Fisher, Ph.D., notched the 
“Distinguished College Administrator” 
award from Phi Theta Kappa; 

• Managing Director of Specialized 
Services Tracy Rand received the 
Fellowship Inclusive Education Award 
from the New Jersey Council on 
Developmental Disabilities; 

• Bergen CARES Center Coordinator 
Rachel Sloma became one of the 
Meadowlands Chamber’s “50 Under 30 
Outstanding Emerging Leaders”; and 

• Bergen County government recognized 
Chief Financial Officer Wilton Thomas-
Hooke, Associate Vice President of 
Student Affairs Jennifer Migliorino-
Reyes, Ed.D., and adjunct faculty 
member Hugo Jimenez during 
Caribbean-American Heritage Month. 

With sadness, the College acknowledged 
the passing of two active faculty members 
during the past year. Longtime professors 
Mauro Marzocco (Industrial Design 
Technologies) and William Jiang 
(American Language Program) each 
made significant impacts at the 
institution to ensure students had the 
opportunity to succeed.  
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Scrapbooking 
Remembering snapshots from the year that was. 
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1) “Woman of the Year” honoree Melody Peralta; 2) Commencement 2023; 3) Hero 5K; 4) Environmental stewardship award with Chief Financial Officer Wilton 
Thomas-Hooke, Commerce Representative Tracy Straka and Vice President of Facilities Nat Saviet; 5) Students with Party City Holdings Inc. employees; 6) Gallery 
Bergen’s PULSE: Resonating Earth exhibition; 7) Student small business support specialists; 8) Child Development Center playground dedicated to retired Director 
Sally Dionisio; 9) Bergenstages’ The Crucible; 10) Phi Theta Kappa student Matthew Paccione with the “golf is for everyone” project.
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1) Joe Piscopo performed as part of a scholarship benefit event; 2) The Ender family; 3) 
Richard Boada Maldonado, Alexandra Sofia Romero and Mariajose Silva won $500 
scholarships at commencement; 4) Art received through the Foundation’s donation 
program.
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Epilogue 
The story of 2022-2023 had a happy ending. With your support,  
the Bergen Community College Foundation can make the next chapter 
just as riveting.  
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Celebrating its 40th anniversary, the 
Bergen Community College 
Foundation continued its 

commitment to changing lives in the 
Bergen community. In addition to 
delivering $328,900 in direct scholarships 
and educational support for 438 students, 
the Foundation led multiple new 
initiatives that impacted the College and 
its students. 

The Foundation heeded President 
Friedman’s call to revitalize the campus 
and create a more enriching environment 
by securing 250 pieces of gallery-quality 
artwork from internationally renowned 
artists. The collection now includes 
sculptures, oil paintings, watercolors, 
photography, drawings and pop art. The 
Foundation had many of the works 
professionally framed and hung them 
throughout academic buildings at all 
three locations. The Foundation 
continues to hang additional pieces and 
add accompanying museum labels 
identifying the artist, medium and title of 
the works. 

Additionally, the Foundation sponsored 
the restoration of six outdoor sculptures 
at the main campus that had become 
weathered with time. The rejuvenated art 
has also found new homes on campus, 
including between the Pitkin Education 
Center and Health Professions Integrated 
Teaching Center. 

In memory of departed Professor Robert 
Neil Ender, and in recognition of his 
family’s legacy of philanthropy at the 
institution, the College renamed its math 
and science tutoring center in his honor 
last year. The foundation worked with the 
Ender family to arrange the rededication 
and sponsored an event in October with 
twelve members of the Ender family, 
including family matriarch Joan Ann, 
attending the ceremony. The former 
math professor passed away in 2002. The 
institution’s first building - East Hall - 
carries the Ender name as well. 

At commencement, in what has become 
an annual tradition, the Foundation 
surprised graduates by awarding three 
$500 scholarships for those in 
attendance. Richard Boada Maldonado, 
Alexandra Sofia Romero and Mariajose 
Silva had their names randomly selected 
to receive the ultimate parting gift in 
recognition of their graduation. 
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Honor Roll
The Bergen Community College Foundation Board of Directors acknowledges those listed alphabetically for their contributions 
during the past fiscal year. This generous support remains critical to removing the financial barriers many students face to accessing 
the promise of a Bergen education. We are very thankful for the thoughtfulness and commitment to our students. 

Daniel M. Foley 
Chair, Bergen Community College Foundation

16 B E R G E N  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  

A Healthy Smile Dentistry 
Jincy Abraham 
Ethel Abrams 
Bryan Abundez 
Lema Adamo 
Kara Adams 
Nancy Adis 
Mina Ahn 
Kaitlyn Alegria 
Allendale Woman's Club 
Carlumenis Almanzar 
AmazonSmiles 
American Floral Endowment 
American Online Foundation 
Rudolph Angeli 
Kim Angerson 
Cigdem Anit 
Anonymous 
Sheona Antonello 
August Antonico 
Elizabeth Apelian 
Gladys Arata 
Eileen Armenio 
Arthur G. Hubel Testamentary 
Trust 
Paul Ashley 
Denise Avrutik 
Josephine Bajer 
Claudia Barbarisi 
Regina Baricko 
Susan Barnard 
Robert Barone 
Julie Barry 
Stafford Barton 
Christine Barton 
BCC Campus Connections 

BCC Tutoring 
Drorit Beckman 
Walter Beese 
Lori Benitez 
Ale Berdugo 
Bergen Cares Club 
Bergen County Education 
Association 
Bergen County Sheriff's Depart 
Local 134 Police Benevolent A 
Bergen County Technical School 
District 
Bergenfield Memorial #6467 c/o J 
Smith 
Judy Bertola 
Sidney Birnback 
Lori Bogan 
Paul Bonanno 
Patricia Bonomolo 
Antonella Bove 
Thomas Boylan 
June Brandes Chu 
Oemil Brito 
Virginia Brown 
Denise Budd 
Jessica Budeshim 
Theresa Bullen 
James Bumgardner 
Puritha Cahill 
Tom and Caroline Calabrase 
Lindsay Calderon 
Kathleen Calenda 
April Capizzk 
Gina Caporrino 
Lucia Caramucci 
Valerie Carberry 
Paul Carberry 

Jazmin Carbuccia 
Frances Carl 
Leah Carmona 
Deirdre Carney 
Nancy Carrabbia 
Christina Carullo 
Evelyn Carvalho 
Francis Cavallo 
Louise Cavallo 
Amy Ceconi 
Cedar Knolls Dental Group 
Deborah Charnasky 
Charles Chen 
Vincent Cheng 
Michele Chiovetta 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Chun Cho 
Russell Christiana 
Milena Christov 
Mark Ciavattone 
Carol Clarke 
Karen Clemments 
Amparo Codding 
Joan Cohen 
Linda Cohn 
Tracy Collins 
Krystal Corcoran 
Dawn Cordova 
Catherine Coronato 
Francis Corrigan 
Susan Costa 
 County of Bergen 
Jaclyn Coyne 
Louis Crescitelli 
John Cronin 
Mary Crosby 

Jan Crumb 
Brian Cunningham 
Karen Cusumano 
John Cuttito 
Joyce D'Angelo 
Kimberlee Dare 
Anthony D'Avino 
Peter Davis 
Tina Davis-Gobcio 
Amanda De Oliveira 
Amanda De Oliveria 
Michele De Pinto 
Debonair Music Hall 
Megan Decesare 
Judy DeFalco 
Kim Deghetto 
Delta Dental of New Jersey 
Foundation, Inc. 
Christina Denicola 
Gregory Denman 
Dental Care of Morristown 
Nimitt Desai 
Crystal DeSane 
Joann DeSantis 
Raghuram Devarakonda 
Julie Dguerra 
Greggory Di Lauri 
Robert Dill 
Cinzia D'Iorio 
Laura Dolinsky 
Donna S. Goon, DMD 
Jenny D'Onofrio 
Benjarak Doyle 
Lisa Duddy 
Pamela Duke 
Jane Dunne 
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Vincent Durante 
Keysel Echezarreta 
Michael Echols 
Michael Edelman 
Neil Eisler 
Robert Elliott 
Ellucian Managed Services 
Mary Ellen Erickson 
Katherine Espinal-Nunez 
Barbara Estrada Garces 
Melissa Farag 
Rouba Fattal 
Ruth Feigenbaum 
Humberto Felice 
Ruth Feliciano 
Danielle Fernandez 
Fidelity Charitable 
Gemma Figaro 
Ann Marie Figueroa 
Annmarie Figueroa 
Celestine Finney 
Mary Flannery 
Patrick Fletcher 
Floodesign/Patrick Flood 
Elvia Fonseca 
Dana Fonti 
Timothy Foote 
Teresa Frankenberg 
Eric Friedman 
 Funds2Orgs,LLC 
Maurico Galvis 
Milena Garcia 
Ashley Garcia 
Catherine Gavin 
Victoria Gendler 
Maria Georgiadis 
Stephanie Gerard 
Marjorie Gereb 
Afsaneh Ghaemi 
Kelly Gioia 
George Giraldo 
Hillary Glickman-Louis 
Derek Goldin 
Jean Goldstein 
Elizabeth Gonzalez 
Megan Gorman 
Kara Grabianowski 

Green Leaf Dentistry 
Nicole Greslik 
Nicole Griffin 
Paul Griffo 
Cristina Grisales 
Anne Groesbeck 
Growing Smiles Of Englewood 
Julia Guerra 
Alexis Guinta-Core 
Gregory Gurican 
Linda Hall 
Laura Halliwell 
Majlinda Hamiti 
Cynthia Hammond 
Ann Handler 
George Hanna 
Alison Hayek 
Patricia Hebel 
Belinda Hecht 
Federa Hedayatnia 
Alice Heffner 
Shaymaa Helal 
Monirae Hickey 
Robert Highley 
James Hines 
Ho-Ho-Kus Garden Club 
Lois Holland 
Kate Hossain 
David Huot 
Joanne Hurney 
Linda Hyde 
Polikseni Hysi 
Lidia Iasinovschi 
John Idone 
Julia Igdalev 
Olugbenga Ige 
Yukie Iimori 
Inc. Snap Mobile 
Indian Americans of Paramus, Inc. 
Infiniti Energy 
Investors Foundation, Inc. 
Sharon Ivins 
Donna Jacobs 
Maria & Thomas Jannicelli 
Marjorie Jennings 
Hope Jennings 
Celia Jerez 

William Jiang 
Leigh Jonaitis 
Beverly Jones 
William Joosten 
Megan Julian 
Sunhee Jung 
Taylor Justin 
Raymond Kaconas 
Danielle Kadel 
Colleen Kallas 
Michelle Kallis 
Kamlaben and Raojibhai Patel 
Family Foundation 
Aeshin Kang 
Liz Kaylor 
Sharon Kay-Schwartz 
Maureen Keating 
Ramona Kennedy 
Michele Kenyon 
Shamsia Khan 
Ryan Kiamos 
Anel Kim 
Kingdom Productions 
Joyce Kinstler 
Hertha Klausner 
Nicole Klimek 
Mary Knebl 
Michael Knowles 
Hugh Knowlton 
Ardijana Kolenovic 
Jennifer Kopshaw 
Elaine Korinko 
Elizabeth Koster 
Olivia Kowal 
Tiffany Kraft 
Robert Kricheff 
Judit Kristianse 
Theresa Kyle 
Tiffany Lakatos 
Lakeland Charities, Inc. 
Lakeland Marine Care Fund 
Sevasti Lambrinos 
Jennifer Lands 
Kerry Langfelder 
Patricia Larosa 
Ana Lasure 
Ramon Latterner 

Virginia Laughlin 
Annie Lee 
So Yeun Lee 
Maryrose Lee 
Ko Woon Lee 
Janetfelice Leeds 
 Legacy Family Dental 
Samantha Lenore 
Leo Foundation Inc. 
Kaitlin Leung 
James Levis 
Heidi Lieb 
Andrea Linton 
Alejandra Llanas 
Rachel Lompado 
Ximena Lopez 
Samantha Lopez 
Wendy Lorenz 
James Lowenstein 
Clarisssa Lozano 
Geraldine Mae Lua 
 Ludus, LLC 
Amanda Lutz 
Ann Lynd 
Lauren Lyons 
Brittany MacDonald 
William Madden 
Anne Maganzini 
Catherine Maggio 
Joanne Mahler 
Eric Malakas 
Isabella Maldonado 
Joseph Mamatz 
Theresa Mancini 
Elaine Mandler 
Kathryn Mantineo 
Stephanie Manzo 
Marcello & Graziano Roviaro 
Foundation 
Paulina Marczews 
Paulina Marczewska-Zaorska 
Tess Martin 
Cynthia Martinez 
Carol Martone 
Eileen Marville 
Christopher McAlinden 
Karen McCambridge 
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Kelly McCormick 
Frederick McGarril 
Katherine McGivern 
Catherine McGowan 
Erin McMahon 
Joan McManus 
Charles McNerney 
Christine McNerney 
Mariechen McNish 
Robert Mehnert 
Priscila Melendez 
Jovana Melendez-Hall 
Caitlin Melillo 
Ann Melone 
Lisa Meltzer Press 
Milagros Mendez 
Metropolitan Collegiate Baseball 
LLC 
Carol Miele 
James Miller 
Ronald Miller 
Linda Miller 
Susan Mirza 
Mitzi And Warren Eisenberg 
Foundation 
Lisa Mol 
Sandra Montalvo 
Linda Moon 
Carmela Moore 
Dina Morin 
Chris & Maryellen/Vincent & 
Danielle Tomaselli Mosca 
Antoinette Mucha 
Adele Mulvaney 
Denise Munoz 
Elizabeth Murphy 
Mary Ellen Murphy 
National Board For Respiratory 
Care 
Kaur Nav 
Ernesto Negron 
New Jersey Education Association 
Katerina Nikolov 
Nottingham Spirk Design 
Associates 
Daisy Nova 
Bob Oberkehr 
Caroline Ofodile 

Carole Ojeda 
Steven Oldano 
Shylah Oldano 
Joseph Olechowski 
Diana Oliveira 
Ana Maria Oliveira 
Maybelle Olleres 
Tara-Ann Olschewski 
Diane Omerza 
Roger Opstbaum 
Oradell Animal Hospital 
Michael Orlando 
Alex Orlando 
Robert Orr 
Mary Anne Osma 
Marie Osorio 
Lillian Ostrander 
Constance Osusky 
Jocelyn Pabellon 
Bessie Pagonas 
Maria Pahountis 
David Papay 
Pascack Valley Dental Practice 
Jeanie Payne 
Margaret Peet 
Heather Peikes 
Paola Pepin 
Pequannock Valley Dental 
Associates 
Jessica Percoskie 
Amanda Perez 
John Pergolizzi 
Michael Perino 
Alexa Petruska 
Betty Petty 
Robert Pfautsch 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society 
Philip Begonja Memorial 
Foundation Inc. 
Gerard Picardi 
Freda Pickering 
Robert Pikarsky 
Aimee Pires 
Joanna Pitynski 
Jessica Pizapio 
 PKC, LLC 
Ruth Polifrone 

Marilyn Pongracz 
Alicia I. Poroj 
Gary Porter 
Rita Posadas 
Annette Posencheg 
 Power Foundation 
Raymond Prata 
Urszula Prechitko 
Premier Care Management 
Anne Prendergast 
Eileen Prizzi 
Kelly Prodigi 
Mark Pucciarelli 
Puffin Foundation Ltd. 
Marc Rabin 
Robert Rabkin 
Donna Raffaele 
Felicita Ragsdale 
Hazel Ralph 
Yudania Ramirez 
Kellie Randazzo 
Susan Ratner 
Monica Ratyniak 
Rebecca Serkey Follow Your 
Dreams Foundation 
Donald Reilly 
Diana Reydman 
Reagan Rittinger 
Joseph Rivara 
Sonia Rivera 
Luanne Rizio 
Marion Rizza 
Nerissa Rodriguez 
Lorena Rodriguez 
Donald Roman 
Dianne Romer 
Beverly Rosch 
Patricia Rose 
Gerald Rosen 
Walter Rothaug 
Willa Rudzin 
Diana Runco 
 RunSignUp, LLC 
Gabriela Sabando 
Jessica Sabat 
Maria Saccomondo 
Michele Saft 

Andreina Sanchez 
Debbie Sanders 
Elodia Santiago 
Sarkis and Ruth Bedevian 
Foundation Inc. 
Stephanie Sass 
Alice Sass 
Richard Scalabrini 
Vincent Scalcione 
Sharon Scangarella 
Timothy Scannell 
Lynn Schott 
Donna Scrudato 
Teolinda Sehuoerer 
Christopher Setten 
Doreen Shammas 
Shareen Sharif 
Sylvia Sheldon 
Michelle Short 
Douglas Short 
Sarah Shurts 
Carlin Sietsma 
Steven Silbert 
Mark Simendinger 
Kristine Singer 
William Singletary 
Mary Singletary 
Edith Sirianni 
Cindi Small 
Joan Smid 
Evelyn Smith 
Donna Smith 
Lisa Smith 
Elizabeth Soca 
Karl Soehnlein 
Annette Solow 
Grace Son 
Mieczyslawa Sondej 
Minae Song 
 Sonia Sklaver Estate 
Amanda Soohoo 
Southpole Foundation, Inc. 
Ronald Spaide 
Angelica Spoerl 
Monika Stachura 
State of New Jersey - Judiciary 
Liliabeatriz Steinberg 
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Biljana Stojanovic 
Demetri Stylianou 
Cece Suarez 
Nazly Suelto 
Barbara Sugarman 
Lois Sullivan 
Patrycja Surma 
Charles Sutter 
Ashley Swolek 
Zamurd Syed 
Suzanne Sykes 
Sandi Sytsma 
Luisa Tabares Santa 
Tania Tapia 
Michelle Tatarelli 
Steffany Teixeira 
TempMee 
The Deborah and Ronald Eisenberg 
Family Foundation Inc 
The Jeremiah & Yolanda Ciancia 
Family Foundation 

The Samowitz Foundation Trust 
The Smile Club 
Melvin Thomas 
Wilton Thomas-hooke 
Susy Tietjen 
Steven Timmermann 
Brenda Tobias 
Patrice Tobin 
Anastasija Todorovska 
Andrew Tomko 
Betty Torres 
Geraldine Tortora 
Joan Tscherne 
Ghislaine Tuekam 
Ludwig Tummillo 
 United Way of Bergen County 
 USA Track Field 
Virginia Valentin 
Pam Van Esselstine 
Amy Vanak 

Emily Vandalovsky 
Vanguard Charitable (Dorothy 
Nelsen-Gille) 
Elyse Vanzile 
Jossary Vargas 
Various Donors 
Veolia North America, NJ Division 
Verizon Foundation 
Natalia Vinokourov 
Sharon Vogel 
Christine Vollkommer 
Christina Vozzo 
Yukiko Watarai 
Olga Weston 
Suzanne Wetzel 
Robert Wiater 
Harmon Williams 
Nataliya Wilson 
Dina Wilson 
Winifred M. & George P. Pitkin 
Foundation, Inc. 

Judith Winn 
Nava Wohlberg 
Carolyn Wolak 
Kerry Woo 
Rosemarie Woodrruff 
Tziporah Yaniv 
Brenda Yanni 
Jon Yasin 
Diala Yeshoua 
Brenda Yin 
Marianne Yodice 
Tim Youngsworth 
Jingbo Yu 
Beth Zahn 
Tom Zanki 
Stephanie Zavolas 
Stenia Zawadzki 
Dara Zerrenner 
Ellen Zoppa 
Kathy Zumba

Ink to Paper 
New Scholarships Awarded in 2022-2023 

• George Skau History Medal and 
Scholarship Award 

• Yi Chang-Hwan Award  
• Ahn and Yi Scholarship  
• Bergen PRIDE LGBTQ+ Scholarship 
• Peggy & Daniel O'Neill Memorial 

Scholarship  
• SiteOne Landscaping Supply 

Horticulture Scholarship 
• Eisenberg Family Scholarship 

• Eleanor D'Avino Memorial Scholarship 
• David Ross - Snowscapes STEM 

Scholarship 
• National Board for Respiratory Care 

Scholarship 
• The Isabella Altano Scholarship 
• Geraldine and Robert Hamilton 

Endowed Scholarship 
• Sonia Sklaver Memorial Scholarship 
• William and Margaret Klein Scholarship 

• John "JD" Davis Memorial Scholarship 
• Daniel M. Foley Scholarship  
• Pharmasphere Inc. Scholarship  
• Dr. Richard Ciccone Scholarship 
• Robert E. and Marie Orr Smith 

Scholarship 
• Ukrainian Support Scholarship 
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Writing for the Future
Mission, Vision, Values – Approved January 10, 2023 

MISSION
Bergen Community College provides accessible and transformative programs and services to 
its diverse community. As a comprehensive community college, we are committed to student 
success, innovation, and inclusivity. 

VISION
Bergen Community College will be: 
• A first-choice option for its community. 
• A national model for innovation and partnerships. 
• An institution recognized for its ability to meet the needs of an ever-changing student 

population in a landscape of evolving employers’ workforce needs. 

VALUES
Consistent with Bergen Community College and who we are as a community, these core values 
guide our daily work: 
Commitment: We are committed to providing an education in the liberal arts, sciences, 
technical fields, and a variety of non-credit programs that foster critical thinking, facilitate 
upward mobility, and instill a sense of purpose. 
Creativity: We are imaginative and innovative in promoting success for our students and in 
accomplishing our goals. 
Collaboration: We emphasize teamwork and acknowledge and take pride in the contributions 
of others. 
Communication: We regularly and openly share what we do with both internal and  
external community members. 
Care: We identify, prioritize, and resolve issues by leading with an ethic of care. 
Challenge: We challenge ourselves to improve upon our programs and services. 
Celebration: We acknowledge, honor and take pride in the quality of our work and  
the work of others.
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For Year Ending June 30, 2023 
Bergen Community College

Grants Secured in 2022-2023 
• NEXTGen (USDA) - $4.5 million 
• New Jersey Higher Education Capital Facilities (New Jersey 

Office of the Secretary of Higher Education) - $942,553 
• NJBUILD (New Jersey Department of Labor) - $300,000  
• Direct Support Professional Career Development Program 

(New Jersey Office of the Secretary of Higher Education) - 
$300,000 

• Northern New Jersey Bridges to Baccalaureate (National 
Science Foundation) - $270,309 

Bergen Community College Foundation
Financial Statement
The Bergen Community College Foundation will complete its 
audit in October. Visit foundation.bergen.edu under “Audited 
Financials” for the most recent data.
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The Office of Public Relations compiled the 2022-2023 annual report. Share your feedback with lhlavenka@bergen.edu. 

Bergen Community College is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.  
For more information, visit bergen.edu/aboutus/accreditation

County of Bergen 
James Tedesco III, 

Bergen County Executive
Thomas Sullivan, 

Chair, Bergen County  
Board of Commissioners 

Germaine Ortiz, 
Vice Chair, Bergen County  
Board of Commissioners

Dr. Joan Voss, 
Chair Pro Tempore,  

Bergen County  
Board of Commissioners

Mary Amoroso, 
Bergen County  

Board of Commissioners
Rafael Marte, 
Bergen County  

Board of Commissioners
Steven Tanelli, 
Bergen County  

Board of Commissioners
Tracy Zur, 

Bergen County  
Board of Commissioners

Anthony Cureton, 
Sheriff

Michael Dressler, 
Surrogate

John S. Hogan, 
Clerk

Mark Musella, 
Prosecutor

Board of Trustees 
Dorothy L. Blakeslee,  

Chair
Adam Silverstein,  

Vice Chair
Patrick Fletcher,  

Treasurer
Vacant,  

Secretary
Louis DeLisio 

Damon Englese 
Howard Haughton 

Ana Marti 
Ritzy Moralez-Diaz 

Mark Longo 
Dr. Sheetal Ranjan 

Marisa Person,  
Alumni Trustee

Foundation Board  
of Directors 

Daniel M. Foley, Chair
Dan Allen 

Jeffrey Anderson 
David Bagatelle 

Joseph Basralian, Esq. 
Lucija Begonja 
Dotty Blakeslee 
Philip J. Ciarco 

Hon. Joseph Conte 
David Devejian 

Mark Devli 
Vincent Durante 

Pat Fletcher 
Gordon Hamm 

Lawrence Joel, Esq. 
John J. Johnson 

Ira J. Kaltman, Esq. 
Virginia Laughlin 

Mark Longo 
Kevin O’Connor 
Ashok R. Patel 

Dr. Michael D. Redmond 
Susan Renaldo 

David Ross 
Holly Schepisi, Esq. 

David York, Esq. 
Eric Mancini, Financial Advisor

Anthony Persico,  
Financial Advisor

Peter Traphagen Sr.,  
Financial Advisor

Ronald Miller, Ex officio
Dr. Eric M. Friedman, Ex officio

Suzanne Wetzel, Ex officio

Executive Cabinet
Dr. Eric M. Friedman,  

President
Cinzia D’Iorio,  
Vice President of  

Continuing Education and 
Workforce Development

Dr. Brock Fisher,  
Vice President of Academic Affairs 

Meredith Gatzke,  
Vice President of  

Human Resources  and 
Organizational Development

Nat Saviet,  
Vice President of Facilities

Dr. A.J. Trump,  
Vice President of Student Affairs

Suzanne M. Wetzel,  
Vice President of External Affairs
Ron Spaide, Chief Information 

Officer
Wilton Thomas-Hooke,  

Chief Financial Officer
Dr. Tonia McKoy,  

Dean of Research and  
Institutional Effectiveness
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