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Ben Kiernan is Whitney Griswold Professor of History at Yale University. From 1994-2015 he 
was founding Director of the Genocide Studies Program and from 2010-2015, Chair of the 
Council on Southeast Asia Studies. His books include Viêt Nam: A History from Earliest Times to 

the Present (2017); How Pol Pot Came to Power (1985); The Pol Pot Regime (1996); Genocide and 

Resistance in Southeast Asia (2007); and Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to 

Darfur (2007). For thirty years he documented the crimes of the Khmer Rouge regime; he founded the Cambodian 
Genocide Program, which uncovered the archives of the Khmer Rouge secret police, detailed the case for an 
international tribunal, and won many awards. 
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